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December 2009

Naumai,  Haere mai 
News from the Peace Centre

Professor Kevin P. Clement was formally inaugurated as the Foundation Chair and Director of Peace and Conflict Studies at the University of Otago on the 23rd of September 2009. He spoke to around 400 people on the subject of Enlarging Boundaries of Compassion. 

The next day, at the Peace Centre in Albany St, the Maori Development Centre of Otago University formally welcomed members of the Rekohu Hapu for a Mihi Whakatau and the unveiling of Kingsley Baird’s Stele in honour of the Moriori non-violent tradition and the last surviving full-blooded Moriori, Tommy Solomon. This Stele is on loan from the Solomon family and will eventually be returned to Rekohu.

After the Mihi, a meeting was held at St Margarets College for a Strategic Planning Day. This was an opportunity for the Trust, along with the University and Friends of the Centre, to think about all the ways in which it could fulfil its mission. 

Peace Centre Development

· At this stage a total of 28 Research Associates have been appointed to the Centre. These are scholars from all around the world who have agreed to help us develop the centre.

· The Committee of University Academic Programs (CUAP) of the NZ Vice Chancellors has approved the courses for a post graduate diploma  and masters degrees in Peace and Conflict Studies, and they have been advertised for next year. More information is available on the Otago University’s website or phone Debbie Prysor on 03 479 4546.

· The Centre has advertised for a tenure track lecturer in Peace and Conflict studies to begin in June 2010. If you know of suitably qualified applicants, please encourage them to apply. The link to the position is: http://www.otago.ac.nz/vacancies/academic/otago006242.html
· Collaborative research links have been established with other Centres and departments at Otago University.

· A regular seminar series on campus has been instituted and is attracting up to 30 people. In addition a series of public lectures by visitors to the Centre has also been organized, with 60 -100 people attending.

· We have received enquiries from over 100 prospective students.

Website

A more interactive website is being developed and is expected to be in operation in the new year. In the meantime, the webpage for the Centre can be found at:

http://podcast.otago.ac.nz/weblog/ncpacs/
The site also contains the Inaugural Public Lecture (IPL) which was delivered in September by Kevin Clements.

Scholarships

The Trust has contributed scholarship support for three Master’s students and two PHDs. 

The Trust has also given money to support one Maori student who has completed an undergraduate degree with strong academic records who wishes to specialise in Peace  

and Conflict studies.

Rotary

Peter Crellin spoke to a large group of Rotarian leaders from the South Pacific region in November, and outlined what South Pacific Rotarians can do to help them and their near neighbours to build peace in our regions. In particular he suggested that they should:

· Raise further funds to expand the National Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies. (see below for details)

· Seek Rotary Foundation funding

· Establish scholarships to enable NZ students to enrol on courses at the Centre. 

· Establish scholarships specifically for Pacific Islands students

· Promote the Centre to in-coming Ambassadorial Scholars

· Promote Professor Kevin Clements and his staff as a guest speaker at Rotary meetings and conferences

· Ask Rotary Foundation to approve Otago University for the Rotary Peace Fellowship program

· Encourage District Governors to include peace building in their programs e.g. by appointing a district committee, ensuring the topic is included in their District Conferences etc.

Peter’s talk was very well received by those who attended the meeting.

Post-Doctoral Fellow

The second Post-Doctoral Fellow, Isak Svensson has arrived from Sweden and was welcomed to the Centre in November. Next year he will teach on the program, pursue his own research and help with supervision of research. 

Isak has many research interests including how to enhance mediatior effectiveness, ending conflicts, and religion and conflict.
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World March for Peace
A blessing ceremony for the World March for Peace and non-violence was held at Kopinga Marae, Rekohu (Chatham Islands) on 29 September 2009.  Hokotehi Moriori Trust hosted 50 delegates from the March Core Team along with representatives from Aotearoa/NZ peace organisations.  The blessing, carried out by Hokotehi's tohunga whakairo, Mana Cracknell, was attended by Moriori members, Hokotehi Trustees and representatives from the wider Rekohu community.  A special feature of the ceremony was the renewal of the covenant of peace, last carried out at the opening of Kopinga in 2005.

The invitation to bless the March from Moriori was extended because of the centuries-old legacy of peace that endures in Moriori cultural traditions.  Over 500 years ago Nunuku-Whenua, a highly respected elder and leader, outlawed warfare and killing.  After the conflict between the tribes was resolved, Moriori lived on Rekohu developing a culture based on peace, living in harmony with the environment and each other.

Representatives from Hokotehi will travel to Punta de Vacas in Argentina to attend the closing ceremonies of the March and celebrate the achievements of the Core Team who will have taken the messages of peace and non-violence through over 30 countries during their 90 journey around the world.

Thank you very much indeed to those who generously responded to our request in a previous newsletter for money to fund this appointment. Unfortunately we have not yet reached our target of $130,000 and would appreciate further contributions.
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