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Scarfie

LIFE ON CAMPUS

| Both theory and practice find home at National Centre
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War (what is it good for?)

GAVIN BERTRAM
ITH nearly 80
wars being

waged  around

the world it's no

wonder there's a

need for the study of peace and
i1

(Mago has been home 1o the
National Centre for Peace and
Conflict Studies, whose focus is
nol limited to armed conllict in

hot spots on the other side of

the world,
“We'r
onrselves

iing lo en
ne of the things
that are happening locally,” the
Centre's  director  Professor
Kevin Clements said.

“We're tryving lo make sure
that we're as eoncerned within
New Zealand about neighbour-
hood conllicts, interpersonal
conflicts, as we are over major
s in Darfur or in Sri

Cenlre was initiated
throngh the philanthropy of the
Aotearon New Zealand Peace
and Conflict Studies Trust, and
(ago University bid to house it
in Dunedin

Clements said he
hoped it would be o

imilially
we Lo Lhe
hlll

seal ol power in Wellingto

better location.
“1 ecan see all
to being

based
here,”

"You :qu sel distracted by
the ephemera of everyday |ml1-
Lies uud it provides v
chance to be more reflec :
aboul .-mun-u!'llw issues, | think
e | leged o have gol
*h a kind of congenial unuu-
ity environment Lo work in.
The director previc held
ar position in Australia,
was head of the Inler-
mal Alert peace building
organisation in Londe He is
currently the S weneral
of the Inte Peace
Research Ass moand the
chair ol th onal Advis-
ory Commitlee Lo the Global
Peace Index.

ast year New Zealand fig-
ured at the top of that list,
meaning | s essentially the
most peacelul country on the

a s
and

nee ZZUII!I the University of

sorls ol

planet. “The issue is why is
that so, and how can New Zea-
land remain there?” Clements

¢ donger signs for New
Zealand are in relation lo
incquality. IF we allow ourselves
Lo become more luu-quul Iiu-n
internal mnl'llnt mll nrise.

l'l]gll_l_.'l'll ]u lonee
the work locuses on overseas
Wirs. The postgraduate
es,  populated by
from a variely of

students were
interested in prac 1er work.,
which would see them
war zones Lo work with develoy
menl agencies, non=govers
organisations, or the

Henee, they are being

veral

ary.
Laught
the necessary skills to deal with

tion may throw
‘s ~<u|m1||m;:
iliar with [rom

what that sit
al  them.
Clemen
his own experience

1 had sling experi=
ence with mortars popping all
arouwnd,” he said,

“When you're conlronted by
the hard reality aclive war
zone all the theory goes oul Lhe
window anmd you're eonstantly
worrving aboul survival and
how you can play a reasonably
constructive role in helping peo-
ple see ways through the fog of
the conflict.”

(

ultimate ambition
re is Lo do thal ina
: by using Punedin
as @ tral  zone  lor
negolintions, He believed the
city was perfectly poised to
serve sueh a role,

“I's o non threatening place
and a little bit removed lrnm
|lu hurly burly of polities,” he

for
di

‘hat's  my  long  lerm
ambition, that this becomes
known as a place that does

o problem sol
a range of conflic  par-

gavin bertram@dscene.co.nz

Peace man: Peace and Conflict
Studies director Prof Kevin
Clements
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.NEED A BUILDER?

§ Alterations, Roof Repairs, Carpentry, Block, Stone |
and Bricklaying, Plastering and General
Property Maintenance

WEST END

Fully Qualified - 19 Years Experience
474 9059 or 021 0242 1856
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Hip Hop.’Modern Dance | Jazz

Non-oxam work Syrs-adult
Laura Craﬂs
M 0274 498 982 (Call or text)
E xcessdance@windowslive.com
www.xcessdance.co.nz
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Got a story tip?

Email D Scene at
editor@
dscene.co.nz

or write to The
Editor, D Scene,
Bracken Court,
480 Moray Place,
PO Box 5756,
Dunedin 9058
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